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1. EMBOFFS MET FEB. 28 WITH IRISH FONOFF ECONOMIC DIVISION 
COUNSELLOR MICHAEL GREENE, WHO ATTENDED FEBRUARY 25 ENERGY 
COORDINATION GROUP MEETING. AND ECONOMIC DIVISION ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY EAMON GALLAGHER TO DISCUSS MEETING AND FOLLOW-UP, 

2. WE HANDED OVER AIDE MEMOIRE BASED ON STATE 39930 AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE GOI COULD PROVIDE COMMENTS BY COB FRIDAY MARCH 1. GALLAGHER 
SAID IRISH WOULD PROVIDE REACTION THROUGH IRISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON 
BUT WAS UNCERTAIN WHETHER REQUESTED DEADLINE COULD BE MET. GREENE 
SAID HE BELIEVED OIL SHARING SHOULD BE HANDLED BY OECD OIL COMM- 
ITTEE, NOT HLG. IRISH DID NOT, AT THIS OCCASION, RAISE SUBSTANT- 
IVE PROBLEMS WITH TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ITEMS 1-3. 

3. REGARDING REPORTED IRISH POSITION AT FEB. 25 MEETING (PARA 3, 

STATE 37858) THAT ALL WORK SHOULD BE PLACED IN OECD UNDER COUNCIL, 
GALLAGHER STATED, AND SPECIFICIALLY ASKED THAT WASHINGTON BE IN- 
FORMED, THAT THIS WAS NOT IRISH POSITION. WHAT IRISH WANTED WAS 
FOR ALL MEMBER STATES OF OECD BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN FOLLOW- 
UP WORK IF THEY WANTED, BUT AS INDIVIDUAL CONTRIES. OECD WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT BE FORUM. THIS FORMULA WOULD (A) PERMIT PARTICIPATION BY 
SUCH OECD MEMBERS AS SWEDEN AND AUSTRALIA, WHICH HAD NOT BEEN 
INCLUDED IN WASHINGTON ENERGY CONFERENCE; AND (B) DEPRIVE FRENCH 
OF AN EXCUSE FOR OBSTRUCTING FOLLOW-UP WORK ON GROUNDS THAT 
ALL OECD MEMBERS HAD NOT BEEN PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE. HE THOUGH 
THAT THERE WAS EVEN SLIM CHANCE THAT FRENCH THEMSELVES WOULD 
PARTICIPATE UNDER THIS FORMULA, AS THEY HAD REAL INTEREST IN 
TOPIC. BUT GALLAGHER UNDERSCORED THAT IRISH POSITION WAS NOT AIM 
ED AT PLEASING FRENCH AND HAD NO RPT NOT BEEN DISCUSSED WITH THEM. 

4. IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR FEB. 28, FONMIN 
FITZGERALD CONFIRMED THAT IRISH POSITION WAS THAT ALL OECD MEMBERS 
SHOULD HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE, BUT WITHOUT ANY VETO 
POWER. 

5. GREENE NOTED THAT ECG MEMBERS HAD BEEN PRESENTED HEAVY VOLUME 
OF PAPER AT FEB. 25 MEETING. HE EXPRESSED MILD CONCERN AT SPEED 
WITH WHICH US WANTED TO MOVE AND NUMBER OF AD HOC GROUPS INVOL- 
VED. WE RESPONDED BY POINTING OUT ECONOMIC SERIOUSNESS OF ENERGY 
PROBLEM AND FACT THAT WHEN INVITATIONS TO FEB. 14-15 ENERGY CONF- 
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ERENCE HAD BEEN ISSUED, A NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS HAD EXPRESSED 
CONCERN RE DELAY ENVISAGED BETWEEN FIRST CONSUMER CONFERENCE 
AND ANTICIPATED CONSUMER/PRODUCER MEETING. GREENE AND GALLAGHER 
INDICATED IRISH WOULD TRY TO BE COOPERATIVE, BUT CLEARLY IT 
WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR THEM, GIVEN SMALL IRISH BUREAUCRACY. 
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